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as wishing* to supersede the authority of the King,
and to destroy the constitution, and had actually
persuaded many well-meaning people at the time to
be of that opinion, and to regard the authors of the
measure as enemies to their country, whose destruc-
tion was necessary for the preservation of the estab-
lished government. He recollected too, that the
very men who had set up the coalition were now in
the cabinet, and that the charge brought against
them must therefore have been false, and an instance
of successful deception. He was more confirmed
in his persuasion of the trick when he looked to the
conduct of the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Pitt)
who had adopted the policy of keeping- open the
door of reform, that he might get himself out by it,
and whose system it had uniformly been on that
question, to do just as much as might nourish hope,
and yet discourage effort. He recollected that the
Society of the Friends of the People had been insti-
tuted of a hundred persons, of whose characters it
would not become him to speak, since he himself
had the honor to be one of the number. That society,
had at its first formation, been represented as more*
pernicious than any of the others; they had been
held out both in that and in the other house as men,
whose existence was incompatible with the safety of
the constitution* Their first institution had been
followed by a royal proclamation, in order to secure
the country from the infection of their principles,
In what light had that society been held out on the
late trials ? That very society had been represented
as the saviours of the country, as the standards of
political orthodoxy, and it had been represented as
the blackest aggravation of the guilt of other socie-
ties, that they had not suffered themselves to be
guided by them, that they had not implicitly adopted
their principles, or concurred in their proceedings.
This he could not help regarding as the second in-
stance of successful deception. The proclamation
afterwards issued previous to the calling out of the